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In friction with The Origin of the World (1866) by Gustave Courbet, 
Aline Olmos Steler urges us to observe vaginal secretion as the reverse 
side of the vulva. Involuntarily expelled, secretion can express 
lubrication, ovulation, menstruation, infection, and pleasure, varying in 
color, texture, and odor.

In this performance, the artist treats vaginal secretions as oracular 
messages. This material — often ignored or stigmatized — is elevated 
to the status of a symbolic record, opening a field of interpretations and 
revelations that transcend physiology. The artist suggests that the 
messages born from this biological cycle are prophecies of a new time.

What do you see?

The secretion, which results in abstract forms using underwear as the 
canvas, receives attention through the question “What do you see?” 
Very common in the context of art exhibitions and guided visits, the 
question enters the field of Intimate Oracular Reading, expanding the 
dimensions of what is considered image reading. The passage from 
the abstract to the figurative, led by Aline Olmos Steler together with 
visitors during the sessions, seeks to investigate new forms of 
knowledge and the subversive power of undomesticated intimacy.

The Intimate 
Oracular Reading
What do you see?

A ORIGEM 
DO FUTURO



An exhibition of used underwear invites the public to 
decipher the images formed by vaginal secretions.

In parallel, during sessions of approximately 15 minutes, 
the artist invites visitors to participate in Intimate 
Oracular Readings, sharing the underwear they are 
wearing that day.

Description of The 
Action

The readings take place only in the presence of the artist 
and the visitor, in a private room.

At the end, the visitor is invited to donate their used 
underwear in exchange for a new one, so that the 
donated piece may be added to the exhibition.

*For those who wish to take part in the Intimate Oracular Reading without sharing 
their underwear, the artist offers an alternative so that the session can still take 
place.
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Private room for oracular readings
Two chairs and access to electrical power

Exhibition space
Two exhibition walls

Technical 
Requirements
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www.alineolmossteler.com 
alineaolmos@gmail.com 
+31 6439 83529

 

Aline Olmos Steler

PRE-PREMIERE
 Frascati Theatre (Amsterdam, The Netherlands) — November 2024

PREMIERE
 Mladi Levi Festival (Ljubljana, Slovenia) — August 2025

https://www.alineolmossteler.com/pt
mailto:alineaolmos@gmail.com

